[Renal lesions of post-hepatitis cirrhosis].
There have been many reports on renal lesions of alcoholic cirrhosis, but not on those of post-hepatitis cirrhosis (PHC) up to present. A clinical and pathological observation on PHC was carried out prospectively in 18 and retrospectively in 34 cases. Renal specimens were examined with light and electron microscopy and immunopathological methods (immunofluorescence and peroxidase anti-peroxidase). Clinically, recurrent gross hematuria was observed in 2 and wild urinary abnormality in 17 cases. One case developed renal failure and the remaining 32 cases had no clinical evidence of renal involvement. Light microscopy showed wild mesangial lesions in 44 cases and glomerular basement membrane (GBM) thickening with segmental splitting in 29 and diffuse splitting in 2 cases. Massive protein deposition was found in the GBM, mesangium (Ms) and tubular basement membrane as well as the epithelium and endothelium. Immunopathological examination showed massive deposition of various immunoglobulins and complements in GBM and Ms, with IgG dominant in 8, IgM dominant in 7, IgA dominant in 6 and "full house" in 11 cases. HBsAg was detectable in GBM and Ms in 5 cases (9.6%) and HBcAg in one. Focal interstitial fibrosis and lymphocytic infiltration were found in 15 (28.3%). Our data revealed that renal lesions of post-hepatitis cirrhosis are different from those of the so-called "cirrhotic glomerulonephritis" in certain aspects. They are characterized by definite GBM involvement and massive deposition of immunoglobulins and complements. Its pathogenesis may be more complicated than that of other types of liver cirrhosis.